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force of 800, proceeded by water. The boats found the enemy
strongly posted at the junction of the Panhlaing and Hlaing
rivers. The main entrenchment was on the tongxie of land at their
junction, while stockades on the opposite banks of both streams
commanded the approach and afforded mxxtual support.

Notwithstanding these formidable preparations the position
was captured withoxit difficulty.

The land column was eqxially successfxil. Having advanced
to Kamayut, about six miles from Rangoon, they stormed and
captxired seven stockades in rapid sxiccession. The enemy, driven
from their advanced positions, fell back on their main defence,
consisting of three strong entrenchments, one within the other, in
the innermost of which Thamba Wxmgyi, who commanded,
had taken his stand. This position was also qxiickly assaulted
and captxired by the victorioxxs column, the Burmese General being
among the slain. The British casualties between the 16th June and
12th July amounted to ten killed and seventy-six wounded.

The capture of so many stockades by this force, without the
aid of artillery, was an achievement unsurpassed during the war,
and made a great impression on the enemy, who from this time
began to think themselves insecure in the strongest positions.

The inundated state of the country now prevented the British
undertaking any important movements, but the troops were not
allowed to remain idle, and throughout July and August minor
successes continued to be gained. Nevertheless, no thoughts of
peace were entertained by the Burmese ; and it was now evident
that, whatever victories were gained, so long as our operations
were confined to the neighbourhood of Rangoon no effect would
be produced by them on the Court of Ava. Unprovided, therefore,
as Sir Archibald was, with *the means of advancing into the
interior, he resolved to have recourse to the only other alternative
open to him, which was to intimidate the Burmese still further
by the captxire of some of their southern maritime possessions.
Accordingly, about the end of August, a force consisting of the
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